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CC Madhya 8: Talks Between Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu & Ramananda Rayal 2 


ramananda raye mom koti namaskara 
yarira mukhe kaila prabhu rasera vistara 

I offer ten million obeisances unto the lotus feet of Sri Ramananda Raya 
because from his mouth much spiritual information has been expanded 
by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. 

(CC Madhya 8.311) 
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TALKS BETWEEN SRl CAITANYA MAHAPRABHU 
AND RAMANANDA RAYA 


❖ Mahaprabhu - ocean of all conclusive knowledge in devotional service 

- empowered Sri Ramananda Raya - likened to a cloud of devotional 
service - filled with water of conclusive purports of devotional service 

- empowered by ocean to spread this water over the sea of Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu Himself - Ocean of Caitanya Mahaprabhu became filled 
with the jewels of the knowledge of pure devotional service. (TEXT 1) 


Texts 3 -10: Mahaprabhu’s visiting Jiyad Nrsimha 


❖ Lord arrived at Jiyada-nrsimha - offered His respectful obeisances - 
dances, chanted, offered prayers - recited different verses - priest 
brought garlands and remnants (TEXTS 3 -7) 

❖ Brahmana gave invitation - Lord passed night in temple (TEXT 8) 

TEXT 9 

prabhate uthiya prabhu calila premavese 
dig-vidik ndhijndna ratri-divase 

The next morning, in the great ecstasy of love, Lord Sr! Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu started on His tour with no knowledge of the proper 
direction, and He continued the whole day and night. 

❖ Lord converted to Vaisnavism - reached Godavari (TEXT 11) 


Texts 11 -53: Mahaprabhu first meeting with Ramananda Raya 


❖ After usual chanting and dancing in this forest - took bath on other 
bank - walked little distance - engaged in chanting (TEXTS 12-13) 
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❖ Accompanied by music - Ramananda Raya - palanquin - brahmanas - 
Raya took bath as per Vedic rituals- offered oblations (TEXTS 14-15) 

❖ Mahaprabhu could understand - Ramananda Raya - wanted to meet - 
mind immediately began running after him - patiently remained 
sitting. Ramananda Raya came to see Him. (TEXTS 16-17) 

TEXT 18 

surya-sata-sama kanti, aruna vasana 
subalita prakanda deha, kamala-locana 

Srila Ramananda Raya then saw Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu to be as brilliant 
as a hundred suns. The Tord was covered by a saffron garment. He was 
large in body and very strongly built, and His eyes were like lotus petals. 

❖ Ramananda Raya - struck with wonder - immediately offered 
obeisances - flat like a rod (TEXT 19) 

TEXTS 20-21 

uthi’ prabhu kahe, — utha, kaha ‘krsna’ ‘krsna’ 
tare alihgite prabhura hrdaya satrsna 
athapi puchila,—tumi ray a ramananda? 
tenho kahe,—sei haria dasa sudra manda 


The Lord stood up and asked Ramananda Raya to arise and chant the holy 
name of Krsna. Indeed, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu was very eager to 
embrace him. 

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu then inquired whether he was Ramananda Raya, 
and he replied, “Yes, I am Your very low servant, and I belong to the sudra 
community.” 



Lesson 1: Devotees are very meek and humble 


❖ Mahaprabhu embraced - both almost lost consciousness - natural love 
awakened - embraced - fell to the ground (TEXTS 22-23) 


Study Notes of HG Gauranga Dasa 


www.iskcondesiretree.com 





CC Madhya 8: Talks Between Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu & Ramananda Rayal 5 


TEXT 24 

stambha, sveda, asru, kampa, pulaka, vaivarnya 
dunhara mukhete suni’ gadgada ‘krsna’ varna 

When they embraced each other, ecstatic symptoms—paralysis, 
perspiration, tears, shivering, paleness and standing up of the bodily 
hairs—appeared. The word “Krsna” came from their mouths falteringly. 

❖ Stereotyped, ritualistic brahmanas - struck with wonder - “Sannyasi - 
luster like Brahman - crying upon embracing sudra?” (TEXTS 25-26) 



TEXT 27 

ei maharaja — maha-pandita, gambhlra 
sannyasxra sparse matta ha-ild asthira 
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They thought, “This Ramananda Raya is the Governor of Madras, a highly 
learned and grave person, a maha-pandita, but upon touching this 
sannyasl he has become restless like a madman.” 


TEXT 28 

ei-mata vipra-garia blulve mane mana 
vijatlya loka dekhi, prabhu kaila samvarana 


While the brahmanas were thinking in this way about the activities of Sri 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu and Ramananda Raya, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
saw those outsiders and restrained His transcendental emotions. 




Lesson 3: High and low positions in society are calculated by 
considering a person’s Krsna consciousness. 


❖ Both sat - Mahaprabhu smiled - “Bhattacarya spoke of your good 
qualities, - convince Me to meet you - come here to meet you - 
without making effort - gotten your interview” (TEXTS 29-31) 

❖ Raya - “Bhattacarya thinks of me as his servant - Even in absence - 
careful to do me good - By his mercy - received Your interview - today 
I have become successful - You bestowed special mercy upon 
Bhattacarya - Therefore You touched me - although untouchable - due 
only to his love for You.” (TEXTS 32-34) 
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TEXTS 35-36 

kalian tumi—sdksdt Isvara ndrayana 
kalian muni — raja-sevi visayi sudradhama 
morn sparse na karile ghrna, veda-bhaya 
mora darsana toma vede nisedhaya 

“You are the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Narayana Himself, and I 
am only a government servant interested in materialistic activities. Indeed, 
I am the lowest among men of the fourth caste. 

“You do not fear the Vedic injunctions stating that You should not 
associate with a stidra. You were not contemptuous of my touch, although 
in the Vedas You are forbidden to associate with sudras. 


PURPORT: TEXT 36 

V A brahmana is considered to be on the highest platform because he 
knows Brahman, the Absolute Truth. 

V Second caste, the ksatriya caste, also know Brahman, but not as 
well as the brahmanas. 

V The vaisyas and sudras do not clearly understand God 
consciousness, but if they take to Krsna consciousness by the 
mercy of Krsna and the spiritual master, they do not remain in the 
lower castes (papa-yonayah) 



Lesson 4: Though a person may be from a lowborn family, if 
he is engaged in the Lord’s service he should never be 
considered to belong to a lowborn family. 


PURPORT: TEXT 36 

viksate jati-samanyat sa yati narakam-dhruvam. 

V A person goes to hell quickly when he considers a devotee of the 
Lord in terms of birth. 
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PURPORT: TEXT 36 

viksate jati-samanyat sa yati narakam-dhruvam. 

V A person goes to hell quickly when he considers a devotee of the 
Lord in terms of birth. 

•S Although Sri Ramananda Raya supposedly took birth in a sudra 
family, he is not to be considered a sudra, for he was a great 
advanced devotee. 

■S Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu therefore embraced him. 



Lesson 5: Out of spiritual humility great souls present 
themselves as fallen 


PURPORT: TEXT 36 

Sri Ramananda Raya presented himself as a sudra 
■S He was actually on transcendental platform 


❖ “You - Supreme Personality of Godhead - no one can understand Your 
purpose - By Your mercy - touching me, although not sanctioned by 
Vedas (TEXT 37) 

TEXT 38 

ama nistdrite tomara ihari agamana 
parama-dayalu tumi patita-pavana 

“You have come here specifically to deliver me. You are so merciful that 
You alone can deliver all fallen souls. 



Lesson 7: Followers of Vedic principles simply accept the 
Vedas formally, but they act against Vedic principles 
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PURPORT: TEXT 38 

■f In this Age of Kali there is hardly anyone who is not fallen 
according to the calculations of Vedic behavior. 

■S veda-nistha-madhye ardheka veda ‘mukhe’ mane 

•S veda-nisiddha papa kare, dharma nahi gane 

V Among human beings, those who are followers of the Vedic 
principles are considered civilized. Among these, almost half simply 
give lip service while committing all kinds of sinful activities 
against these principles. Such people do not care for the regulative 
principles. (Madhya 19.146) 

V People claim to follow a certain type of religion, saying formally, 
but actually no one follows the principles enunciated in religious 
scriptures. 



Lesson 8: The Lord can deliver anyone and everyone, even 
though one may have fallen from the injunctions of revealed 
scriptures. 


PURPORT: TEXT 38 

V The merciful Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has simply advised us to 
chant the Hare Krsna maha-mantra 

V Consequently He is known as patita-pavana, the deliverer of all 
fallen souls. 


TEXT 39 

mahanta-svabhava ei tdrite pamara 
nija kdrya nahi tabu yana tdra ghara 

“It is the general practice of all saintly people to deliver the fallen. 
Therefore they go to people’s houses, although they have no personal 
business there. 
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TEXT 40 

mahad-vicalanam nfnam 
grhinam dlna-cetcisam 
nihsreyasaya bhagavan 
nanyatha kalpate kvacit 

‘“My dear Lord, sometimes great saintly persons go to the homes of 
householders, although these householders are generally low-minded. 
When a saintly person visits their homes, one can understand that it is for 
no other purpose than to benefit the householders.’ (SMB 10.8.4) 

❖ “Along with me - thousand men - Everyone’s hearts melted by seeing 
You - everyone chanting Krsna- body thrilled with ecstasy - tears in 
everyone’s eyes.” (TEXTS 41-42) 


TEXT 43 

akrtye-prakrtye tomara Isvara-laksana 
jive nd sambhave ei aprdkrta guna 


“My dear Sir, according to Your behavior and bodily features, You are the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is impossible for ordinary living 
beings to possess such transcendental qualities.” 



Lesson 10: Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s behavior and bodily 
features proved that He is the Supreme Lord 


PURPORT: TEXT 43 

■S Bodily features - Extraordinary in measurements 

■S Nyagrodha-parimandala - The measurement of His chest and 
the measurement of His forearms were the same. 

■S Nature 

1. Kind: Lord Caitanya was kind to everyone. No one but the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead can be kind to everyone - 
sarva-yonisu, blja-pradah pita (BG 14.4)- - samo ’ham sarva- 
bhutesu (BG 9.29) 
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PURPORT: TEXT 43 
■S Nature 

2. Same promise as Krishna: Sarva-dharman parityajya mam 
ekarh saranam vraja: [Bg. 18.66] “Give up all other 
engagements and simply surrender unto Me.” This instruction 
is meant not only for Arjuna but for all living entities. Whoever 
takes advantage of this offer is immediately immune to all 
sinful activity and returns home, back to Godhead. While 
present on this planet, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu made the 
same offer. 


TEXT 44 

prabhu kahe,—tumi mahd-bhdgavatottama 
tomdra darsane sabdra drava haila mana 


The Lord replied to Ramananda Raya, “Sir, you are the best of the topmost 
devotees; therefore simply the sight of you has melted everyone’s heart. 



Lesson 11: Unless one is a first-class devotee, he cannot be a 
preacher. 


PURPORT: TEXT 44 

S A preacher is generally a topmost devotee, but in order to meet the 
general populace, he has to come to distinguish between devotees 
and nondevotees. 

■S Otherwise, an advanced devotee makes no such distinctions. 

Indeed, he always sees that everyone is engaged in the service of the 
Lord. 


❖ “Although Mayavadi sannyasl - nondevotee - floating in ocean of love 
of Krsna simply by touching - what to speak of others?” (TEXT 45) 

❖ “Bhattacarya knew - to rectify My heart - very hard - asked Me to meet 
you.” (TEXT 46) 
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❖ Each of them praised the qualities - both were pleased to see each 
other. (TEXT 47) 


Lesson 12: Vaisnavas derive great joy in praising and giving 
credits to each other 


❖ Brahmana Vaisnava came - obeisances - invited Lord for lunch. 

TEXT 49 

nimantrana manila tanre vaisnava janiya 
ramanande kahe prabhu isat hasiya 

Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu accepted the invitation, knowing the 
brahmana to be a devotee, and slightly smiling, He spoke as follows to 
Ramananda Raya. 

© 


❖ I wish to hear from you about Lord Krsna - wish to see you again.” 
(TEXT 50) 

❖ Ramananda Raya - “Although You have come to correct me - my mind 
not yet purified - stay for five or seven days - cleanse my polluted 
mind” (TEXTS 51-52) 

❖ Neither could tolerate separation - Raya offered obeisances -departed 
(TEXT 53) 


Lesson 13: A follower of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu should not 
accept invitation of someone who is not a devotee, even 
though he is a brahmana 



Texts 54 -120: Discussions between Mahaprabhu and Ramananda Raya 
regarding the highest perfection of life 


❖ Mahaprabhu went to brahmana’s house - took lunch - evening - both 
eager to meet (TEXT 54) 

❖ After evening bath - Mahaprabhu sat - waited for Ramananda Raya - 
Ramananda Raya, accompanied by one servant - came. (TEXT 55) 
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(5 


Lesson 14: An advanced Vaisnava must take bath 3 times a 
day and after bathing decorate his body with the twelve 
tilakas. 


TEXT 56 

namaskara kaila raya, prabhu kaila dlingane 
duijane krsna-katha kaya rahah-sthdne 

Ramananda Raya approached Lord Sri Caitanya and offered his respectful 
obeisances, and the Lord embraced him. Then they began to discuss Krsna 
in a secluded place. 



Lesson 15: Devotees in the Krsna consciousness movement 
are enjoined not to discuss the pastimes of Lord Krsna in 
Vrndavana in public. 


PURPORT: TEXT 56 

S Rahah-sthane - “in a secluded place” 

S Talks about Krsna and His pastimes—especially His pastimes in 
Vrndavana and His dealings with the gopis—are all very 
confidential. 

V They are not subject matter for public discussion 

V Since those who have no understanding of the transcendental nature 
of Krsna’s pastimes always commit great offenses, thinking Krsna to 
be an ordinary human being and the gopis ordinary girls 



Lesson 16: For preaching to the general public, devotees 
should do sankirtana and discuss the principles enunciated in 
the Bhagavad-glta 
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PURPORT: TEXT 56 

Principles in preaching Krsna consciousness: 

1. Lord Caitanya discussed the philosophy of the Bhagavad-glta 
with learned scholars like Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya and 
Prakasananda Sarasvatl. 

2. However, He taught the principles of the bhakti cult to 
students like Sanatana Gosvami and Rupa Gosvami 

3. He discussed with Sri Ramananda Raya the topmost devotional 
dealings between Krsna and the gopls. 

4. For the general populace, He performed sariklrtana very 
vigorously. 


1. Sva-dharmacarane (TEXTS 57 - 58) 

❖ Mahaprabhu -“Recite a verse - concerning ultimate goal of life.” 
Ramananda - “If one executes prescribed duties of his social position - 
awakens his original Krsna consciousness.” (TEXT 57) 
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PURPORT: TEXT 57 

1. Sri Ramanujacarya - Vedartha-sangraha: 

S Devotional service -> Supreme knowledge and brings 
detachment-> In transcendental position, living being perfectly 
acknowledge the superiority of serving the Supreme Lord. 

2. Parasara Muni 

•S Discharge of duties in varnasrama system -> Awaken devotional 
service 

3. Krishna (BG 18.45-46), 

S The Lord says that those engaged in their occupational duty can 
attain perfection simply by rendering loving devotional service 
to the Lord while executing their particular duty. 


Lesson 17: One can attain the perfection of life by discharging 
one’s occupational duty and employing the results in the 
service of the Lord. 
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PURPORT: TEXT 57 

4. This method is confirmed by great personalities like Bodhayana, 
Tanka, Dramida, Guhadeva, Kapardi and Bharuci. It is also 
confirmed by the Vedanta-sutra. 


❖ Reference from Visnu Purana (3.8.9) (TEXT 58) 



Lesson 18: The scientific method of varnasrama-dharma 
should be adopted by society. 


PURPORT: TEXT 58 

Benefits of Varnasrama-dharma: (Benefits mentioned in italics) 

V Every man should perform his occupational duty in the light of his 
particular tendency. 

V Those who properly execute their prescribed duties live peacefully and 
are not disturbed by material conditions. 

If one executes his prescribed duty in both the social and spiritual 
orders, the Supreme Personality of Godhead is satisfied. 

V Actually we see that different people are engaged in different ways; 
therefore there must be divisions according to work. 

V To attain perfection, one must make bhakti the center of life. 

V In this way one can awaken his natural instincts by work, association 
and education. 

V One should accept the varnasrama divisions by qualification, not by 
birth. 

V Unless this system is introduced, human activities cannot be 
systematically executed. 


2. Krsne karmarpana (TEXTS 59-60) 

♦♦♦ Lord - “This is external - tell some other means.” Ramananda - “Offer 
results of one’s activities to Krsna - essence of all perfection.” (TEXT 
59) 

❖ Reference from BG 9.27 (TEXT 60) 
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Lesson 20: Sarikirtana movement can raise one immediately 
to the spiritual platform. 


PURPORT: TEXT 60 
Varnasrama-dharma is external: 

V The Lord has said that the varnasrama-dharma is not properly 
executed in this Age of Kali; therefore He ordered Ramananda 
Raya to go further into the matter. 

V Ramananda Raya first enunciated the principle of varnasrama- 
dharma in consideration of materialistic people. However, this 
conception is not transcendental.As long as one is in the 
material world, he must follow the principles of varnasrama- 
dharma, but devotional service is transcendental. 

■S Considering the position of devotional service and the 
sarikirtana movement, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu deemed the 
system of varnasrama-dharma to be material, although it aims at 
elevation to the spiritual platform. However, the sarikirtana 
movement can raise one immediately to the spiritual platform. 
Consequently it is said that varnasrama-dharma is external 

V Impersonalists worship Lord Visnu to merge into His body. In 
order that visnu-aradhana not be misunderstood, Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu requested that Sri Ramananda Raya proceed further 
and clear up the issue. 

V SB 1.2.8 

dharmah sv-anusthitah pumsdm visvaksena-kathasu yah 
notpadayed yadi ratim srama eva hi kevalam 
“If one executes the occupational duties of varnasrama-dharma 
but does not cultivate his dormant Krsna consciousness, his 
activities are futile. His occupation simply becomes unnecessary 
labor.” 



Lesson 19: The system of varnasrama-dharma refers to the 
three modes of material nature, but transcendental devotional 
service is on the absolute platform. 
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3. Svadharma-Tyaga (TEXTS 61 - 63) 


❖ Mahaprabhu - “External -Please proceed - speak further.” Ramananda 
♦♦♦ Raya - “To give up one’s occupational duties in varnasrama - essence 
of perfection.” (TEXT 61) 


@ 


PURPORT: TEXT 61 

Problems with Krsne karmarpana (Especially mentioned in italics): 

1. The process of renouncing the results of one’s activities by offering 
these results to Krsna is not considered uncontaminated 

2. Although such a process implies that one recognizes Krsna as the 
Supreme Person, it still involves one in activities on the material 
platform. 

■S Since such activities are within the material universe, Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu considered them external. 

Benefits of Svadharma-tyaga (Especially mentioned in italics): 

1. In contrast, a brahmana may renounce his family and accept 
sannyasa. 

2. Ksatriyas and vaisyas—may also give up their families and take to 
Krsna consciousness. Such renunciation is called karma-tyaga. 

■C By such renunciation, the Supreme Personality of Godhead is satisfied. 


Lesson 21: One take to the renounced order of life in order to 
transcend material activities, and such renunciation pleases 
the Supreme Lord 


♦♦♦ Reference from SB 11.11.32 regarding svadharma-tyaga 
❖ “[Bg. 18.66] - After giving up all kinds of religious and occupational 
duties, if you come to Me - take shelter - protection from all of life’s 
sinful reactions. Do not worry.’” (TEXT 63) 
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4. Jnana-misra bhakti (TEXTS 64 - 65) 

❖ Mahaprabhu - “Go ahead.” Ramananda Raya - “Devotional service 
mixed with empiric knowledge - essence of perfection.” (TEXT 64) 
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PURPORT: TEXT 64 

Problem with Svadharma-tyaga (Especially mentioned in italics ): 

1. (Self realization + Execution of rituals) -> Place called river 
Viraja + Brahmaloka - Three modes of material nature are 
subdued - for living entities disgusted with material life and 
inclined to impersonal existence 

■S Since these places not situated in Vaikunthalokas, or the spiritual 
world, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu proclaims them to be external. 

2. No understanding of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and 
Elis transcendental loving service 

S Without such spiritual knowledge, simple detachment from 
material conditions is but another side of material existence. From 
the spiritual point of view, it is all external. 


Lesson 22: Devotional service mixed with ritualistic fruitive 
activity is inferior to spiritual service based on empiric 
philosophic discussion (PURPORT: TEXT 65) 


❖ Reference from BG 18.54 (TEXT 65) 


5. Jnana- sunya bhakti (TEXTS 66 - 67) 


❖ Lord asked - speak further. Ramananda Raya - “Pure devotional 
service without touch of speculative knowledge - essence of 
perfection.” (TEXT 66) 



Lesson 23: Unconquerable Krishna can only be conquered by 
the love of His fully surrendered devotee 
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❖ Reference from SB f0.f4.3 (TEXT 67) 


PURPORT: TEXT 66 

Problem with Jnana-misra bhakti (Mentioned in italics ): 

■S Not within the jurisdiction of pure devotional service as practiced in 
Vaikunthaloka 

It may be free from material contamination, but because there is mental 
speculation the devotional service is not pure and freed from the 
contamination of material life. 

1. A living entity who wants to be completely pure must be above this 
material conception. The negation of material existence does not 
necessarily mean spiritual existence. After material existence is 
negated, spiritual existence—namely sac-cid-ananda—still may not 
be manifested. 

■S Until one comes to the stage of actually understanding one’s eternal 
relationship with the Supreme Lord, he cannot enter into spiritual life. 

2. Spiritual life means becoming detached from material life and 
engaging in the loving service of the Lord. 

Benefits of Jnana-sunya bhakti: 

■S A pure devotee is completely surrendered to the lotus feet of the 
Lord, and only by his love does he conquer Krsna, who cannot be 
conquered by anyone. 


6. Prema bhakti (TEXTS 68 - 120) 

❖ Mahaprabhu - “All right - still speak more” Ramananda Raya - 
“Ecstatic love for Supreme Lord - essence of all perfection.” (TEXT 68) 

© 


Lesson 24: The basic principle of perfection is jnane 
prayasam. One has to practice this principle in order to make 
further progress. 
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PURPORT: TEXT 68 
Summary till now: 

1. Executing varnasramas’ duties < offering all the results of one’s 
activities to the Lord < Giving up all fruitive activity and fully 
surrendering to the Lord < cultivation of knowledge mixed 
with devotional service 

2. All these activities are external to the activities of the spiritual 
world. There is no touch of pure devotional service in them. 



Lesson 25 Devotional activities, however, sometimes appear 
to be impure in the neophyte stage, but in the mature stage 
they are completely pure, or free from material activity. 


PURPORT: TEXT 68 

■S Practising jnane prayasam (sadhana-bhakti) -> Leads to the 
platform of ecstatic loving service (prema-bhakti). 

S Sadhana-bhakti progresses from sraddha, sadhu sanga, bhajana 
kriya, anartha nivrtti,..., prema-bhakti 


❖ Ramananda Raya - ‘“As long as - hunger and thirst - varieties of food 
and drink make one happy - when Lord is worshiped with pure love - 
various activities performed - awaken transcendental bliss in the heart 
of the devotee.’ (TEXT 69) - [ devotional service rendered in accordance 
with the regulative principles] 

❖ “‘Pure devotional service in Krsna consciousness cannot be had even 
by pious activity in hundreds and thousands of lives - attained only by 
paying one price - intense greed -If it is available somewhere, one 
must purchase it without delay.’” (TEXT 70) - [Spontaneous loving 
service of the Lord without extraneous endeavor] 
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Lesson 26: The regulative principles according to the 
injunctions of the sastras are necessary insofar as one’s 
original dormant Krsna consciousness is not spontaneously 
awakened. 


PURPORT: TEXT 70 

Analogy: Flowing of rivers into the ocean. Nothing can stop this flow of 
water. Similarly, when one’s dormant Krsna consciousness is awakened, 
it spontaneously flows to the lotus feet of Krsna without impediment. 


A. Dasya-prema 

❖ Lord - “All right - if you know more, please tell” - Raya-“Spontaneous 
loving service in servitude - highest perfection” (TEXT 71) 

❖ Reference from SB 9.5.16 and Stotra-ratna (43) (TEXTS 72 - 73) 

B. Sakhya-prema 

❖ Lord - requested - go a step further - Raya - “Loving service to Krsna 
rendered in fraternity - highest perfection (TEXT 74) 

❖ Reference from SB 10.12.11 (TEXT 75) 

C. Vatsalya-prema 

❖ Lord - “Good - proceed even further.” - Raya - “Loving service in 
parental relationship - highest perfectional stage.” (TEXT 76) 

❖ References from SB 10.8.46 and SB 10.9.20 (TEXTS 77 -78) 


D. Kanta-prema 


❖ Lord - “Statements getting better and better - surpassing all - another 
transcendental mellow - most sublime.” Ramananda Raya - “Conjugal 
attachment for Krsna is the topmost position.” (TEXT 79) 


Study Notes of HG Gauranga Dasa 


www.iskcondesiretree.com 








CC Madhya 8: Talks Between Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu & Ramananda Rayal 23 

















CC Madhya 8: Talks Between Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu & Ramananda Rayal 26 


♦> “Various means and processes - attain favor of Krsna - All those - will 
be studied from the viewpoint of comparative importance. (TEXT 82) 
❖ “It is true - whatever relationship a devotee has with Lord is best for 
him - still, when we study all different methods from neutral position - 
understand - there are higher and lower degrees of love. (TEXT 83) 


Lesson 27: An invented devotional attitude simply creates 
disturbances in the transcendental realm. 


PURPORT: TEXT 83 

V This verse does not advocate the whimsical invention of some 
methods of love of Godhead. 

V One must refer to the Vedic literatures and other, supplementary 
literatures and follow the conclusion of the Vedas, (sruti-smrti- 
puranadi) 

Offensive activities: 

1. Person overly addicted to family life takes to Srimad- Bhagavatam or 
Krsna consciousness to earn a livelihood. 

2. Becoming a caste guru and sell mantras for the benefit of mundane 
customers. 

3. Making disciples for a livelihood. 

Mental speculation: 

1. Making a livelihood by forming a professional band to carry out 
congregational chanting 

2. Performing devotional service when one is attached to mundane 
society, friendship and love. 

3. Depending on so-called social etiquette 


@ 


Lesson 28: One can take shelter of spiritual mellows only 
when one is completely uncontaminated by material 
attachment. 
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PURPORT: TEXT 83 

■f When one is completely free from material attachment, the feelings 
of the transcendental mellows are awakened in the heart of the 
devotee - svarupa-siddhi 

■S Svarupa-siddhi, the eternal relationship with the Supreme Lord, may 
be situated in any one of the transcendental mellows. 

S Each and every one of them is as perfect as the others. 

•S But by comparative study an unbiased person can realize these rasas 
as to which is better then the other. 

•S However, these are all spiritually situated on the same platform 
because all these relationships of perfection in love are based on a 
central point—Krsna. 



Lesson 29: These transcendental mellows cannot be 
compared to the feelings one derives from demigod worship 


PURPORT: TEXT 83 

■S Love for Krsna cannot be compared to material love for different 
demigods. 

Mayavadls - on material platform - recommend the worship of Siva 
or Durga and say that worship of Kali and Krsna are the same. 


❖ “‘Increasing love - in various tastes, one above another - highest taste 
in gradual succession of desires in conjugal love.’ (TEXT 84) 

♦♦♦ “Gradual improvement in transcendental mellows from initial ones to 
the later ones - In each subsequent mellow - qualities of previous 
mellows manifested - counting from two, then three, and up to the 
point of five complete qualities. (TEXT 85) 

❖ “As qualities increase - taste increases in each and every mellow - 
qualities in santa-rasa, dasya-rasa, sakhya-rasa and vatsalya-rasa - all 
manifested in madhurya-rasa (TEXT 86) 

❖ “Qualities in material elements—sky, air, fire, water and earth— 
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increase one after another by one, two and three, and at last stage, in 
earth - all five qualities completely visible. (TEXT 87) 

❖ “Complete attainment - Krsna’s lotus feet - possible by love of 
Godhead - specifically madhurya-rasa - Krsna - captivated (TEXT 88) 

❖ Reference from SB 10.82.44 (TEXT 89) 

♦♦♦ “Lord Krsna - made a firm promise - If one renders service unto Him, 
- correspondingly gives equal amount of success in devotional service” 
(TEXT 90) 


( 30 ) 


Lesson 30: By worshipping Krsna in any form or in any way 
one will not attain the ultimate result of receiving the favor of 
the Lord. 


PURPORT: TEXT 90 

K Reality: Different means -> attain different results 

■S Claims of mental speculators: 

1. Adopt any method - Achieve Krishna’s favor 
Analogy: Many roads go to a place - Take any one 

2. Conceive Supreme Personality of Godhead - Krishna, 
demigods, impersonal Brahman or whatever 

3. Ultimately all these names and forms are one. Chant any 
demigod’s name. No need to chant the Hare Krsna mantra. 
Analogy: Man with many names will answer if called by any 
one of them. 
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PURPORT: TEXT 90 

■S No admissions to such claims: 

1. Demigod worship 

a. Worship demigods -> heaven. Worship ancestors -> pitr 
loka. Worship Krishna -> Goloka (yanti deva-vrata 
devan...) 

b. Demigod worship -> lost all their intelligence (kamais tais 
tair hrta-jnanah ...) 

c. Benefits of demigod worship -> Limited and temporary 
(anta-vat tu phalam tesarh ...) - End with annihiliation of 
cosmos 

d. Only Bhakti to Krishna-> Reach Goloka (bhaktya mam 
abhijanati ...) 

2. Impersonalism 

a. No understanding of bhagavan -> No entry in Goloka 

b. Aspire to merge - Execute rituals -> Cheating process as 
per Srlmad-Bhagavatam (dharmah projjhita-kaitavo ’tra ...) 

c. Goal of dharma, artha, kama and moksa ^ goal of 
devotional service 

3. Demigod and their worship - Under Mahamaya, material 
energy - 100 % material returns. Spritual world and activities - 
Under Yogamaya 

4. Devotees worship the goddess KatyayanI? 

a. Incarnation of Yogamaya 

b. Worship of Yogamaya ^ Worship of Mahamaya 
Analogy: Giving a blind child a name like Padmalocana 

5. Absolute Lord = His name, fame, form, qualities and 
pastimes 

Impossible in the material world 

6. Supreme Lord has many holy names like Paramatma, Brahman 
and “the creator”. Worshipping Him in any names should give 
the same result? 
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E. Srimati Radharani’s love 

❖ “Among loving affairs of gopls,” - “Srimati Radharani’s love - topmost 
(TEXT 98) 

❖ References from Padma Purana and SB 10.30.28 about Srimati 
Radharani’s glories (TEXTS 99 - 100) 

TEXT 101 

prabhu kahe—age kaha, sunite pax siiklie 
apurvamrta-nadl vahe tomara mukhe 

Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu said, “Please speak on. I am very happy to 
hear you because a river of unprecedented nectar is flowing from your 
mouth. 
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TEXT 121 

raya kahe,—iha ami kichui najani 
tumi yei kahdo, sei kahi ami vani 

Sri Ramananda Raya replied, “1 do not know anything about this. I simply 
vibrate the sound You make me speak. 

TEXT 122 

tomara siksdya padi yena suka-patha 
sdksdt isvara tumi, ke bujhe tomara ndta 

“I simply repeat like a parrot whatever instructions You have given me. 
You are the Supreme Personality of Godhead Elimself. Who can 
understand Your dramatic performances? 

TEXT 123 

hrdaye prerana Vara, jihvaya kahdo vani 
ki kahiye bhala-manda, kichui najani 

“You inspire me within the heart and make me speak with the tongue. I 
do not know whether I am speaking well or badly.” 

TEXT 124 

prabhu kahe,—mayavadi ami ta’ sannyasi 
bhakti-tattva ndhijdni, mayavade bhasi 

Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu said, “I am a Mayavadi in the renounced order 
of life, and I do not even know what transcendental loving service to the 
Lord is. I simply float in the ocean of Mayavada philosophy. 

TEXT 125 

sarvabhauma-sange mora mana nirmala ha-ila 
‘krsna-bhakti-tattva kaha,’ tanhdre puchila 
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“Due to the association of Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya, My mind became 
enlightened. Therefore I asked him about the truths of transcendental 
loving service to Krsna. 

TEXT 126 

tenho kahe—ami nahijdni krsna-katha 
sabe ramananda jane, tenho nahi ethd 

“Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya told me, ‘I do not actually know about the 
topics of Lord Krsna. They are all known only to Ramananda Raya, but he 
is not present here.’” 

TEXT 127 

tomara thahi ailana tomara mahima suniya 
tumi more stuti kara ‘sannyasi’ jdniyd 

Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu continued, “After hearing about your 
glories, I have come to your place. But you are offering Me words of praise 
out of respect for a sannyasi, one in the renounced order of life. 


y x Lesson 31: A materialistic person with material opulences 
31 should not be very proud or puffed up before a 
y transcendental devotee. 


PURPORT: TEXT 127 


Important Point: A mundane person, being enriched by mundane 
opulences, must always know that the transcendental opulences of 
the advanced devotees are far more important than the materialistic 
opulences of a person like himself. 

Important Point: If one approaches a transcendental devotee on the 
strength of one’s material heritage, opulence, education and beauty 
and does not offer respect to the advanced devotee of the Lord, the 
Vaisnava devotee may offer formal respects to such a materially 
puffed-up person, but he may not deliver transcendental knowledge 
to him. 
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PURPORT: TEXT 127 

c. Indeed, the devotee sees him as a non-brahmana or sudra. 

d. Such a puffed-up person cannot understand the science of Krsna. 

e. A proud person is deceived in transcendental life and, despite having 
attained a human form, will again glide into hellish conditions. 

f. Important point: By His personal example, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
explains how one should be submissive and humble before a 
Vaisnava, even though one may be situated on a high platform. 

g. Such is the teaching of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu as the acarya of the 
world, the supreme spiritual master and teacher. 


TEXT 128 

kibd vipra, kibd nyasl, sudra kene naya 
yei krsna-tattva-vettd, sei ‘guru’ haya 

“Whether one is a brahmana, a sannyasi or a sudra—regardless of what he 
is—he can become a spiritual master if he knows the science of Krsna.” 



Lesson 34: In Krsna consciousness, everyone is capable of 
becoming a spiritual master because knowledge in Krsna 
consciousness is on the platform of spirit soul. 


PURPORT: TEXT 128 








Lord Caitanya (brahmana & sannyasi) learning from Ramananda 
Raya (sudra)? -> Knowledge of Krsna consciousness is more 
important than caste 

Hari-bhakti-vilasa - Don’t accept initiation from a person who is not 
in the brahminical order if there is a fit person in the brahminical 
order present -> Meant for people 1. Overly dependent on the 
mundane social order 2. Want to remain in mundane life. 
Verification from Padma Purana -> One who is actually advanced in 
spiritual knowledge of Krsna is never a sudra, even though he may 
have been born in a sudra family. 
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PURPORT: TEXT 128 

V Instances - Born brahmana took initiation from perosn in non- 
brahmana family -> Sri Rasikananda (brahmana) initiated by Sri 
Syamananda Prabhu (non- brahmana family) 

S Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.11.35) - One born as sudra - all the 
qualities of a spiritual master -> Accepted not only as a brahmana 
but as a qualified spiritual master 

S Thus, Srlla Bhaktisiddhanta introduced the sacred thread 
ceremony for all Vaisnavas 

S Bhajananandi does not take the savitra-samskara, gosthy-anandi 
does -> As a preacher, he should be recognized as a brahmana; 

■S Caste guru - Non- brahmana may become siksa-guru or vartma- 
pradarsaka-guru not diksa-guru -> Hereditary consideration is not 
acceptable to Vaisnavas 


❖ Mahaprabhu - “Do not cheat - thinking Me as learned sannyasi - 
satisfy My mind - describing truth of Radha and Krsna.” (TEXT 129) 

❖ Ramananda Raya - great devotee - lover of God - mind could not be 
covered by Krsna’s illusory energy - understand mind of Lord - strong 
and intense - Ramananda’s mind - little agitated. (TEXTS 130-131) 

TEXT 132 

ray a kahe, — “ami — nata, tumi — sutra-dhara 
yei mata nacao, taiche cahi nacibara 

Sri Ramananda Raya said, “I am just a dancing puppet, and You pull the 
strings. Whichever way You make me dance, I will dance. 

TEXT 133 

morajihva —vi na-yantra, tumi — vina-dhari 
tomara mane yei uthe, tdhai uccari 

“My dear Lord, my tongue is just like a stringed instrument, and You are 
its player. Therefore I simply vibrate whatever arises in Your mind.” 
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Texts 134 - 149: Glories of Krishna and Gayatn mantra 


Texts 150 - 186: Glories of Srimati Radharam 



Texts 187 - 214: Pastimes of Radha and Krishna 


❖ [Ramananda Raya] - “You speaking through my mouth - You are 
listening - mysterious - hear the explanation of process - goal can be 
attained (TEXT 200) 



Lesson 35: One should not hear anything about Krsna from 
an avaisnava, however great a mundane scholar he may be 
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PURPORT: TEXT 200 

■S Milk touched by the lips of a serpent has poisonous effects; 
similarly, talks about Krsna given by an avaisnava are also 
poisonous. 

■S A pure devotee’s speech is managed by Krsna Himself from within 
the heart ( tesdrii satata-yuktanam ...) 

^ Nondevotees ask Supreme Lord for sense gratification - come 

under illusory energy. Devotee - directed by Supreme Personality of 
Godhead comes under yogamaya. Consequently - gulf of difference 
between their statements 


Texts 215 -231: Speciality of gopi’s love for Krishna 

TEXT 228 

ataeva gopl-bhava kari anglkdra 
ratri-dina cinte radha-krsnera vihdra 

“Therefore one should accept the mood of the gopis in their service. In 
such a transcendental mood, one should always think of the pastimes of 
Sri Radha and Krsna. 
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Texts 233 -242: Mahaprabhu and Ramananda Raya bid farewell to each 
other 


❖ Mahaprabhu embraced Ramananda Raya - both cry - entire night 
passed - morning - departed - duties - Before departing - Ramananda 
Raya caught hold of Lord’s lotus feet. - spoke (TEXTS 233- 235) 

❖ “Come here to show causeless mercy - stay for at least ten days - 
purify my polluted mind - no one - can deliver all living entities - You 
alone - deliver love of Krsna.” (TEXTS 236 - 237) 

❖ Lord - “Heard your good qualities - come to hear about Krsna - purify 
My mind.” (TEXTS 238) 


TEXT 239 

yaiche suniluh, taiche dekhilun tomara mahima 
rddha-krsna-premarasa-jnanera tumi slma 

“Now that I have actually seen your glories, what 1 heard about you is 
confirmed. As far as the pastimes of Radha and Krsna in a loving mood are 
concerned, you are the limit of knowledge.” 

❖ Mahaprabhu - “Not just ten days - as long as I live - find it impossible 
to give up your company.” (TEXT 240) 

❖ “You and I - together - Puri - pass time together - talking about Krsna 
(TEXT 241) 

❖ Departed - evening - met again (TEXT 242) 


Texts 243 -259: Discussion on what is the greatest wealth, sorrow, etc. 


❖ Met time and time again - secluded place - discussing - Mahaprabhu 
asked questions - Ramananda Raya answers - engaged in discussion 
throughout the night. (TEXTS 243 - 244) 

TEXT 245 

prabhu kahe,—“kon vidya vidya-madhye sdra?” 
rdya kahe, — “krsna-bhakti vina vidya nahi dm” 
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On one occasion the Lord inquired, “Of all types of education, which is 
the most important?” Ramananda Raya replied, “No education is 
important other than the transcendental devotional service of Krsna.” 

© 


Lesson 36: Education in Krsna consciousness is always 
transcendental and is the best of all forms of education. 


PURPORT: TEXT 245 

V Devotional service to Krishna > devotional service to Visnu > 
brahma-vidya > Material education 

tat karma hari-tosam yat sa vidya tan-matir yaya 

“Work meant for pleasing the Supreme Lord is the best, and 
education that enhances one’s Krsna consciousness is the best.” 
(SMB 4.29.49) 

sravanam klrtanam visnoh smaranarii pada-sevanam 
arcanam vandanam dasyam sakhyam atma-nivedanam 
iti pumsarpita visnau bhaktis cen nava-laksana 
kriyeta bhagavaty addha tan manye ’dhltam uttamam 

Prahlada Maharaja said, “To hear or chant about Lord Visnu, to 
remember Him, to serve His lotus feet, to worship Him, to offer 
prayers to Him, to become His servant and His friend, to sacrifice 
everything for His service—all these are varieties of devotional 
service. One who is engaged in such activities is understood to be 
educated to the topmost perfection.” (SMB 7.5.23-24) 

TEXT 246 

‘klrti-gana-madhye jlvera kon bada klrti?’ 

‘krsna-bhakta baliya yanhdra hay a khyati’ 

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu then asked Ramananda Raya, “Out of all 
glorious activities, which is the most glorious?” Ramananda Raya replied, 
“That person who is reputed to be a devotee of Lord Krsna enjoys the 
utmost fame and glory.” 
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PURPORT: TEXT 246 

srutasya pumsam sucira-sramasya 
nanv ahjasa suribhir idito ’rthah 
tat- tad-gunanus ravanam mu k unda- 
padaravindam hrdayesu yesam 

“After much hard labor, a person highly learned in Vedic literature 
certainly becomes very famous. However, one who is always 
hearing and chanting the glories of the lotus feet of Mukunda 
within his heart is certainly superior.” (SMB 3.13.4) 

naham brahmdpi bhuyasam tvad-bhakti-rahito hare 
tvayi bhaktas tu kito ’pi bhuyasam janma-janmasu 

“I do not aspire to take birth as a Brahma if that Brahma is not a 
devotee of the Lord. I shall be satisfied simply to take birth as an 
insect if I am given a chance to remain in the house of a devotee.” 
(Narayana-vyuha-stava) 

sasti-varsa-sahasrani mayd taptam tapah pura 
nanda-gopa-vraja-stnnam pada-renupalabdhaye 

“I underwent meditation and austerities for sixty thousand years 
just to understand the dust of the lotus feet of the gopls. Still, I 
could not understand it. To say nothing of me, even Lord Siva, 
Lord Sesa and the goddess of fortune, Laksml, could not 
understand it.”(Brhad-vamana Purana) 

na tathd me priyatamo brahma rudras ca parthiva 
na ca laksmir na catma ca yatha gopi-jano mama 

“Lord Brahma, Lord Siva, the goddess of fortune and even My own 
self are not as dear to Me as the gopls.” (Adi Purana) 
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TEXTS 247 

‘sampattira madhye jlvera kon sampatti gani?’ 
‘radha-krsne premayanra, sei bada dhanV 


Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu asked, “Of the many capitalists who possess 
great riches, who is the topmost?” Ramananda Raya replied, “He who is 
richest in love for Radha and Krsna is the greatest capitalist.” 



Lesson 38: Topmost wealthy person one who has love for 
Radha and Krsna 


PURPORT: TEXT 247 

kim alabhyam bhagavad prasanne srl-niketane 
tathapi tcit-para rdjan na hi vanchand kihcana 

“What is difficult for the devotees of Lord Krsna, who is the shelter of 
the goddess of fortune? Although such devotees can obtain anything, O 
King, they do not desire anything.” (SMB 10.39.2) 


TEXT 248 

duhkha-madhye kona duhkha haya gurutara?’ 
‘krsna-bhakta-viraha vina duhkha nahi dekhi para 

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu asked, “Of all kinds of distress, what is the most 
painful?” Sri Ramananda Raya replied, “Apart from separation from the 
devotee of Krsna, 1 know of no unbearable unhappiness.” 



Lesson 39: Biggest unhappiness is seperation from the 
devotees of Krsna 
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PURPORT: TEXT 248 

mam anaradhya duhkhartah kutumbdsakta-mdnasah 
sat-sanga-rahito martyo vrddha-seva-paricyutah 

“A person who does not worship Me, who is unduly attached to family 
and who does not stick to devotional service must be considered a 
most unhappy person. Similarly, one who does not associate with 
Vaisnavas, or who does not render service to his superior, is also a 
most unhappy person.” 

sva-jlvanadhikam prdrthyam srl-visnu-jana-sangatah 
vicchedena ksanam catra na sukhamsam labhamahe 

“Out of all kinds of desirable things experienced in the life of a living 
entity, association with the devotees of the Lord is the greatest. When 
we are separated from a devotee even for a moment, we cannot enjoy 
happiness.” (Brhad-bhagavatamrta (1.5.44)) 


TEXT 249 

‘mukta-madhye konjlva mukta kari’ mani?’ 

‘krsna-prema yanra, sei mukta-siromani’ 

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu then inquired, “Out of all liberated persons, who 
should be accepted as the greatest?” Ramananda Raya replied, “Lie who 
has love for Krsna has attained the topmost liberation.” 



Lesson 40: Of all the liberated souls, pure devotee is the 
greatest 
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PURPORT: TEXT 249 

muktdnam api siddhanam ndrayana-parayanah 
su-durlabhah prasdntdtmd kotisv api maha-mune 

“O great sage, of the many millions of liberated persons and of the 
millions who have attained perfection, he who is a devotee of Lord 
Narayana is very, very rare. Indeed, he is the most perfect and peaceful 
person.” (SMB 6.14.5) 


TEXT 250 

‘gana-madhye kona gana—jivera nija dharma?’ 
‘radha-krsnera prema-keli’—yei gitera manna 


Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu next asked Ramananda Raya, “Among many 
songs, which song is to be considered the actual religion of the living 
entity?” Ramananda Raya replied, “That song describing the loving affairs 
of Sri Radha and Krsna is superior to all other songs.” 



Lesson 41: Talks between Lord Caitanya and Ramananda 
Raya are meant for advanced devotees only 


PURPORT: TEXT 250 

■S Unless one is a devotee, it is very dangerous to hear the songs 
about the pastimes of Radha and Krsna by Jayadeva Gosvami, 
Candidasa and other exalted devotees 
K Lord Siva drank an ocean of poison, but one should not imitate 
this - else death 

■S One must first become a pure devotee of Lord Krsna 
■S Those who are on mundane platform and who study this 
conversation for a Ph.D thesis l.Will not understand them 2. 
These conversations will have a poisonous effect. 
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PURPORT: TEXT 250 

anugrahaya bhaktanam manusam deham asthitah 
bhajate tadrslh krida yah srutva tat-paro bhavet 

“Lord Krsna descends apparently as a human being, and He 
exhibits His transcendental pastimes in Vrndavana so that the 
conditioned soul may be attracted to hearing His transcendental 
activities.” (SMB 10.33.36) 


TEXT 251 

‘sreyo-madhye kona sreyahjivera hay a sdra?’ 
‘krsna-bbakta-sahga vina sreyah ndhi ara’ 


Then Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu asked, “Out of all auspicious and 
beneficial activities, which is best for the living entity?” Ramananda Raya 
replied, “The only auspicious activity is association with the devotees of 
Krsna.” 



Lesson 42: Biggest treasure is association with devotees of 
Krishna 


PURPORT: TEXT 251 

ata atyantikam ksemarh prcchamo bhavato ’naghah 
samsare ’smin ksanardho ’pi sat-sahgab sevadhir nrnam 

“We are asking you to tell us what is the most perfect welfare activity. I 
think that in this material world, association with devotees—even if it be 
for a moment—is the greatest treasure house for mankind.” (SMB 
11.2.30) 
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TEXT 252 

‘kanhara smaranajlva karibe anuksana?’ 
‘krsna’-nama-guna-lild—pradhana smarana’ 


Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu asked, “What should all living entities 
constantly remember?” Ramananda Raya replied, “The chief objects of 
remembrance are always the Lord’s holy name, qualities and pastimes.” 



Lesson 43: One should constantly remember Lord’s holy 
name, qualities and pastimes 


PURPORT: TEXT 252 

tasmat sarvatmand rdjan harih sarvatra sarvada 
srotavyah klrtitavyas ca smartavyo bhagavan nrnam 

Sukadeva Gosvami concludes, “The business of the living entity is to 
always remember the Supreme Personality of Godhead in every 
circumstance. The Lord should be heard about, glorified and 
remembered by all human beings.” (SMB 2.2.36) 


TEXT 253 

‘dhyeya-madhye jlvera kartavya kon dhyana?’ 
‘radhd-krsna-paddmbuja-dhyana — pradhana’ 

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu further inquired, “Out of many types of 
meditation, which is required for all living entities?” Srila Ramananda 
Raya replied, “The chief duty of every living entity is to meditate upon the 
lotus feet of Radha and Krsna.” 
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PURPORT: TEXT 253 

tasmad ekena manasa bhagavdn satvatam patih 
srotavyah klrtitavyas ca dhyeyah pujyas ca nityadd 

Suta Gosvami replied to the sages headed by Saunaka, “Everyone should 
very attentively listen to the pastimes of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. One should glorify His activities and meditate upon Him 
regularly.” (SMB 1.2.14) 


TEXT 254 

‘sarva tyaji’ jlvera kartavya kalian vasa?’ 

‘vraja-bhumi vrndavana yahan llla-rasa’ 

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu asked, “Where should the living entity live, 
abandoning all other places?” Ramananda Raya replied, “He should live in 
the holy place known as Vrndavana or Vrajabhumi, where the Lord 
performed His rasa dance.” 

PURPORT: TEXT 254 

dsam oho carana-renu-jusam aharh syarh 
vmdavane kim api gulma-latausadhlnam 
yd dustyajam sva-janam arya-patham ca hitva 
bhejur mukunda-padavlm srutibhir vimrgyam 

Uddhava said, “Let me become one of Vrndavana’s herbs and plants that 
are trampled by the gopls, who gave up all connections with family and 
friends and decided to worship the lotus feet of Mukunda. Those lotus feet 
are sought by all great saintly persons expert in the study of Vedic 
literature.” (SMB 10.47.61) 


TEXT 255 

‘sravana-madhye jlvera kon srestha sravana?’ 
‘rddhd-krsna-prema-keli kama-rasayana’ 
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Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu asked, “Out of all topics people listen to, which 
is best for all living entities?” Ramananda Raya replied, “Hearing about the 
loving affairs between Radha and Krsna is most pleasing to the ear.” 



Lesson 44: Loving affairs between Radha and Krsna may be 
very pleasing both to conditioned and to liberated souls but 
the conditioned soul should not try to hear them. 


PURPORT: TEXT 255 

vikrlditam vraja-vadhubhir idam ca visnoh 
sraddhanvito ’nusrnuyad atha varnayed yah 
bhaktim param bhagavati pratilabhya kdmarii 
hrd-rogam asv apahinoty acirena dhlrah 

“He who faithfully hears about the dealings between Lord Krsna and the 
gopis in the rasa dance and he who describes these activities attain to the 
perfectional stage of devotional service and simultaneously lose material, 
lusty desires.” (SMB 10.33.39) 

S If one is not liberated and listens to a relation of the rasa dance, he 
may remember his own mundane activities and illicit connections 
with some woman whose name may also be Radha. 

S In the conditioned stage one should not even try to remember such 
things. 

S By practicing the regulative principles, one should rise to the 
platform of spontaneous attraction for Krsna. 

■S Then and only then should one hear about radha-krsna-llla. 

■S The talks between Ramananda Raya and Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
are conducted on the platform of liberation. 


TEXT 256 

‘upasyera madhye kon upasya pradhana ?’ 
‘srestha upasya—yugala ‘radha-krsna’ nama’ 
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Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu asked, “Among all worshipable objects, which is 
the chief?” Ramananda Raya replied, “The chief worshipable object is the 
holy name of Radha and Krsna, the Hare Krsna mantra.” 



Lesson 45: The most worshippable object is the Hare Krsna 
mantra 


PURPORT: TEXT 256 

etdvdn eva loke ’smin pumsam dharmah parah smrtah 
bhakti-yogo bhagavati tan-ndma-grahanadibhih 

“In this material world the living entity’s only business is to accept the 
path of bhakti-yoga and chant the holy name of the Lord.” (SMB 6.3.22) 


❖ “What is the destination of those - desire liberation - desire sense 
gratification?” - Mahaprabhu - Ramananda Raya -“Those who attempt 
to merge - accept bodies of trees - overly inclined toward sense 
gratification -demigods.” (TEXT 257) 

TEXT 258 

arasa-jna kdka cuse jndna-nimba-phale 
rasa-jna kokila khaya premamra-mukule 

Ramananda Raya continued, “Those who are devoid of all transcendental 
mellows are like the crows that suck the juice from the bitter fruits of the 
nimba tree of knowledge, whereas those who enjoy mellows are like the 
cuckoos who eat the buds of the mango tree of love of Godhead.” 

❖ Ramananda Raya - “Unfortunate empiric philosophers taste - dry 
process of philosophical knowledge - devotees regularly drink - nectar 
of love of Krsna - most fortunate” (TEXT 259) 
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Texts 260 -292: Mahaprabhu reveals His form as Radha and Krishna 


❖ Both passed night - relishing krsna-katha- chanting, dancing and 
crying - night ended - Next morning - departed - evening - met again 
(TEXTS 260 - 261) 

❖ After discussing - Ramananda Raya caught hold of lotus feet of Lord - 
spoke (TEXT 262) 

❖ “Variety of transcendental truths—the truth about Krsna - Radhararn - 
loving affairs - transcendental humors - Lord’s pastimes - You 
manifested all these in my heart - as Narayana educated Lord 
Brahma.’’(TEXTS 263 - 264) 

❖ |“Supersoul - everyone’s heart speaks not externally - within - instructs 
devotees in all respects - His way of instruction.” (TEXT 265) 

❖ Reference from SB 1.1.1 (TEXT 266) 

❖ Ramananda Raya - one doubt within his heart - “Please be merciful 
upon me and just remove” (TEXT 267) 

❖ “At first 1 saw You - a sannyasi - now - as Syamasundara - now see a 
golden doll - entire body appears covered by golden luster - holding a 
flute - lotus eyes moving restlessly” (TEXTS 268 - 270) 

❖ “Please tell me without duplicity what is causing this.” (TEXT 271) 

❖ Mahaprabhu - “Deep love for Krsna - naturally sees things in such a 
way -take this from Me to be certain - devotee advanced on spiritual 
platform sees everything movable and inert as Supreme Lord - 
everything he sees - manifestation of Lord Krsna. (TEXTS 272 - 273) 

❖ “Maha-bhagavata - sees everything mobile and immobile - does not 
exactly see their forms - everywhere sees manifest the form of the 
Supreme Lord.” (TEXT 274) 

❖ References from SB 11.2.45 and SB 10.35.9 (TEXTS 275 - 276) 

❖ Mahaprabhu - “You - advanced devotee - filled with ecstatic love - 
whatever see - simply awakens Krsna consciousness.” (TEXT 277) 

❖ Ramananda Raya - “Please give up serious talks - do not conceal real 
form - You assumed the ecstasy and bodily complexion of Srimatl 
Radhararn - tasting Your personal transcendental humor - appeared as 
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu - descended for Your personal reasons - 
come to taste Your spiritual bliss - also transforming world - spreading 
the ecstasy” (TEXTS 278 - 280) 
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♦♦♦ “Causeless mercy - appeared to grant liberation - playing in 
duplicitous way - reason?” (TEXT 281) 

❖ Lord Krsna - reservoir of pleasure - Srimatl Radharanl - personification 
of ecstatic love - combined as one - Mahaprabhu revealed His real 
form (TEXT 282) 

❖ Seeing - Ramananda Raya lost consciousness - fell (TEXT 283) 

❖ Mahaprabhu touched hand - regained consciousness - Lord Caitanya - 
dress of a sannyasl - struck with wonder (TEXT 284) 

❖ After embracing Ramananda Raya - Lord pacified - informing - “But 
for you, no one has ever seen this form.” (TEXT 285) 



Lesson 46: One cannot see the Supreme Lord by making 
personal efforts. Rather, when the Lord is pleased by the 
service of a devotee, He reveals Himself. 


❖ Mahaprabhu - “All truths about My pastimes and mellows - within 
your knowledge - Thus shown this form” (TEXT 286) 

❖ “My body - not fair complexion - touched Srimatl Radharanfs body - 
She does not touch anyone - but son of Nanda Maharaja (TEXT 287) 

❖ “Now converted My body and mind into ecstasy of Srimatl Radharanl - 
tasting My own personal sweetness” (TEXT 288) 

❖ Mahaprabhu - “Now - no confidential activity unknown to you - Even 
though try to conceal - you understand everything - by virtue of 
advanced love” (TEXT 289) 

❖ “Keep all these secret - do not expose them - Since My activities like 
madman - people - take lightly and laugh.” (TEXT 290) 

TEXT 291 

ami—eka bdtula, tumi—dvitiya bdtula 
ataeva tomaya dmdya ha-i sama-tula 

Caitanya Mahaprabhu then said, “Indeed, I am a madman, and you are 

also a madman. Therefore we are on the same platform.” 

❖ Ten nights - Both spent happy time - discussing Krsna (TEXT 292) 
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Texts 293 - 313: Authors remarks about the conversation 


❖ Conversations between Them - most confidential subject - they talked 
at great length - could not reach limit of discussion. (TEXT 293) 

❖ These conversations - great mine - extract all metals—copper, bell 
metal, silver and gold—and also touchstone, the basis of all metals. 
(TEXT 294) 

❖ Both worked like miners - excavating valuable metals - each one better 
than other (TEXT 295) 

❖ Next day - Mahaprabhu begged Ramananda Raya’s permission to leave 

- Lord gave following orders. (TEXT 296) 

❖ “Give up all material engagements - come to Puri - return soon after 
finishing My tour and pilgrimage - remain together at Puri - pass our 
time discussing Krsna.” (TEXTS 297-298) 

❖ Mahaprabhu embraced Ramananda Raya - sending him back - took 
rest. (TEXT 299) 

❖ Rising next day - Mahaprabhu visited Hanuman deity - obeisances- 
departed for South India. (TEXT 300) 

❖ All the residents of Vidyanagara - different faiths - seeing Mahaprabhu 

- became Vaisnavas. (TEXT 301) 

❖ Ramananda Raya feel separation - overwhelmed - Meditating on Lord 
-gave up all material business. (TEXT 302) 

TEXT 303 

sanksepe kahilun ramanandera milana 
vistari’ varnite nare sahasra-vadana 

I have briefly described the meeting between Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
and Ramananda Raya. No one can actually describe this meeting 
exhaustively. It is even impossible for Lord Sesa Naga, who has thousands 
of hoods. 


TEXT 304 

sahaje caitanya-caritra — ghana-dugdha-pura 
ramananda-caritra take khanda pracura 
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The activities of Sn Caitanya Mahaprabhu are like condensed milk, and 
the activities of Ramananda Raya are like large quantities of sugar candy. 

TEXT 305 

radha-krsna-lild—tdte karpura-milana 
bhagyavan yei, sei kare asvadana 

Their meeting is exactly like a mixture of condensed milk and sugar 
candy. When they talk of the pastimes of Radha and Krsna, camphor is 
added. One who tastes this combined preparation is most fortunate. 

TEXT 306 

ye ihd eka-bdra piye karna-dvare 
tar a karna lobhe ihd chadite na pare 

This wonderful preparation has to be taken aurally. If one takes it, he 
becomes greedy to relish it even further. 

❖ Hearing talks between Ramananda Raya and Mahaprabhu - 
enlightened with transcendental knowledge of mellows of Radha and 
Krsna’s pastimes - unalloyed love for Radha and Krsna (TEXT 307) 

TEXT 308 

caitanyera gudha-tattva jani ihd haite 
visvasa kari’ suna, tarka na kariha citte 

The author requests every reader to hear these talks with faith and without 
argument. By studying them in this way, one will be able to understand 
the confidential truth of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. 

TEXT 309 

alaukika lild ei parama nigudha 
visvase pdiye, tarke haya bahu-dura 

This part of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s pastimes is most confidential. One 
can derive benefit quickly only by faith; otherwise, by arguing one will 
always remain far away. 
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TEXT 310 

srl-caitanya-nityananda-advaita-carana 
ydnhdra sarvasva, tanre mile ei dhana 

He who has accepted as everything the lotus feet of Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu, Nityananda Prabhu and Advaita Prabhu can attain this 
transcendental treasure. 



Lesson 47: Krsna is obtainable for the faithful, but for those 
who are accustomed to argue, Krsna is far, far away. 


PURPORT: TEXT 310 

■S Transcendental topics remain far, far away from those engaged in 
mundane arguments. 

■S One therefore has to give up all mundane attempts and try to 
become a pure devotee of Lord Visnu. 

S When a devotee follows the regulative principles, the truth of these 
talks will be revealed to him. (atah sri-krsna-namadi ...) 

Only by Krsna’s mercy can one who is interested in His 
transcendental loving affairs understand them. 

■S Only one who is favored by the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
can understand the transcendental features of Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu. 


TEXT 311 

ramananda raye mora koti namaskara 
ydnra mukhe kaila prabhu rasera vistdra 

I offer ten million obeisances unto the lotus feet of Sri Ramananda Raya 
because from his mouth much spiritual information has been expanded by 
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. 
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TEXT 312 

damodara-svarupera kadaca-anusare 
ramananda-milana-llla karila pracdre 

I have tried to preach the pastimes of Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s 
meeting with Ramananda Raya in accordance with the notebooks of Sri 
Svarupa Damodara. 


X Lesson 48: Transcendental literature can never be written 
48 by carrying out research work. One has to strictly follow 
V y great personalities and acaryas. 


PURPORT: TEXT 312 

■S Prakrta sahajiyas claim - heard truth from their guru -> guru must 
be bonafide and heard from his bonafide guru 
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